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I rise today in strong support of the pending trade agreements with Colombia, South Korea and Panama.  In my home state of Washington where one in three jobs is dependent on international trade, we understand the importance of expanding foreign markets to economic success.  

And there is no question that these agreements will create jobs.  

Let me give you an example, Mr. Speaker.  Today, potato growers and processors in my district face an 18 percent tariff when sending their product to South Korea.  

This agreement will end the tariff immediately, allowing our growers to compete fairly for this important market.

Mr. Speaker, it is critical to my constituents that we act now on these important agreements.  Apple sales in Colombia dropped 48 percent last year because Chile had duty-free access to the Colombian market while growers in my state faced a 15 percent tariff.  

Passage of this agreement is expected to increase apple sales by 250,000 boxes a year, allowing U.S. growers to regain this market share. 

As our economy is struggling to recover, I encourage my colleagues to act now to support these important agreements, and I yield back the balance of my time.

