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Statement from Congressman Hastings

On Administration’s Mexican Tariff Update
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – Following a call from Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood today, Congressman Hastings released the following statement regarding the announcement of an Administration proposal to meet U.S. trade obligations and end Mexican tariffs on many American products including apples, pears and cherries.  Hastings has been personally engaged in pressing the Administration to reach a resolution since March 2009.  

“Secretary LaHood’s call was the first encouraging news I’ve heard from this Administration since these tariffs were imposed nearly two years ago,” said Hastings.  “While I must still review the proposal, the fact that a plan finally exists and negotiations with Mexico are underway is promising.  I will continue to work with the Administration and local growers to ensure that a solution is finalized and implemented as quickly as possible to avoid additional harm to Central Washington’s economy.” 

Highlights of Hastings Work on Mexican Tariffs

2009

                March

16th: Mexico announced it would increase tariffs on 90 U.S. products.

19th: Mexican tariffs went into effect on 90 U.S. products, including potatoes, cherries, and pears.

30th: Hastings and other lawmakers wrote to President Obama requesting that the Administration reach a solution.  

30th: Hastings wrote to Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood to explain the impact on Central Washington’s economy and push for a solution.

                April

10th: Hastings spoke with Commerce Secretary Gary Locke regarding the need for a solution.

15th: Hastings and other lawmakers wrote to President Obama reiterating the need for a solution.

                May

13th: Hastings met with the Washington Council on International Trade to discuss the need for a solution.

                June

8th: Hastings and other lawmakers wrote to President Obama highlighting the impact on both agriculture and manufacturing and pushing for a solution.  

12th: Hastings followed up with a letter to Secretary Locke reiterating the need for a solution.

                July

23rd: Hastings personally engaged his colleagues in Congress to prevent amendments to the Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations bills that would have prohibited funding for any cross-border trucking program. 

31st: Hastings called Secretary LaHood for an update on the issue.  At this time Sec. LaHood said that a plan had been drafted and was awaiting Administration approval.

October

8th: Hastings spoke with Secretary Locke about the issue.

                

November

3rd: Hastings again brought up issue with Secretary Locke during meeting with the Congressional delegation.

2010

                February

25th: Hastings met with the Washington State Potato Commission to discuss the need for a solution.

March

1st: Hastings led a letter signed by 56 Members of Congress from across the nation to Secretary LaHood and the United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk reiterating the urgent need to address the issue.

24th: ConAgra announces it will close plant in Prosser and lay off 250 workers – the tariffs were a contributing factor.

                April

8th: Hastings met with members of the Northwest Horticulture Council to discuss the need for a solution.

15th: Hastings wrote to Secretary LaHood, Secretary Locke, and Ambassador Kirk regarding the Prosser closure.

                May

19th: Mexican President Felipe Calderon visits the United States and meets with President Obama.

27th: Following the visit by President Calderon, Hastings wrote to President Obama requesting an update on the status of negotiations with Mexico to resolve the issue.  

                July        

20th: Hastings called Secretary LaHood about the issue.  Sec. LaHood again told Hastings that a plan had been drafted since 2009, but had not been acted upon by the Administration.

