Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
April 6, 2006

The Honorable Ralph Regula The Honorable David Obey
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, & Education Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, & Education
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
2358 Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey,

We would like to express our appreciation for the work that you have done to invest in
America’s health care infrastructure over the years. Millions of Americans have lived longer and
healthier lives due to your work on the Subcommittee. And while this year will indeed prove
difficult given the fiscal realities of our federal budget, we respectfully request that you provide an
increase of $181 million for the Consolidated Health Centers program in this year’s Labor-HHS-
Education Appropriations legislation.

The Health Centers program is a community-run health care delivery system that is open to
all regardless of their ability to pay. And while health care costs have dramatically increased across
the country, health centers have kept their costs well under those of other health care providers.
Furthermore, study after study has shown that patients of health centers are healthier, and use
hospital emergency rooms less than even patients of similar primary care providers. This is clearly
a program that works and we wholeheartedly appreciate your efforts to expand this important
program.

The increases provided during the past years have greatly enhanced the ability of health
centers to care for additional patients. Health Centers are now the medical home for more than 15
million Americans. Unfortunately, many communities that have applied for health center funding
have been denied due to the fierce competition for these new funds. Less than 25 percent of
applications for a new health center site were funded last year — despite the fact that many qualified
applicants had submitted improved applications for a second or even third time.

In 2001, President Bush called for the expansion of the Health Centers program to an
additional 6 million people across the country, and the establishment of 1,200 new and expanded
sites. And while we are within reach of that goal, there is still much more to be done to ensure
adequate access to primary care for the 55 million people without a regular source of care today.
The President has also set out the goal of establishing a community health center in every hi gh-
poverty county in America. We look forward to working with you in the years ahead to reach these
important goals.
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In addition to the expansion initiative, we appreciate the past recognition by the
Subcommittee that funding should be made available for existing centers to meet the rising cost of
delivering care to the underserved. We hope to work with the Subcommittee to encourage HHS to
recognize the increasing costs borne by centers in an appropriate manner.

We know your subcommittee has a very difficult task ahead, but we strongly urge you to
continue the health center expansion effort to those communities in need by increasing the federal

funding for the Consolidated Health Centers program by $181 million for FY07.

Thank you for considering our request and we look forward to working with you this year to
further expand this important program.

Sincerely,
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Michael Biltrakis, M.C. Sherrod Brown, M.C.
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