Congress of the Wnited States
House of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515

March 6, 2006

The Honorable Henry Bonilla

Chairman

Subcommittee on Agriculture Appropriations
2362 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Bonilla:

As members of the Pacific Northwest congressional delegation, we write to express our
strong support for continued full funding of the USDA’s Market Access Program (MAP) in
Fiscal Year 2007. The Market Access Program has a proven track record of expanding export
opportunities for U.S. producers of agriculture, seafood, and forest products.

One of the biggest challenges facing American agriculture is the need to expand overseas
markets in the face of often subsidized foreign competition. Recognizing the essential need to
grow U.S. agriculture exports, Congress increased the authorized level of MAP funding to $200
million under the 2002 Farm Bill. MAP uses funds from the Commodity Credit Corporation to
help American agriculture producers introduce their products to foreign consumers through
overseas promotional efforts and participation in trade shows. MAP funds are primarily utilized
by nonprofit commodity organizations and broad-based agriculture groups. Not only must
program participants generate significant nonfederal matching funds, but they must also provide
detailed records of their expenses that are subject to audits. In addition, applications for MAP
funding undergo a competitive review process and all program participants must demonstrate
effective performance.

Many of the major beneficiaries of MAP funding are Pacific Northwest specialty crops,
such as tree fruits and nuts, potatoes, berries, hops, and wine grapes. The following are just a
few examples of how MAP funding has directly helped American agriculture exports:

e Recipe demonstrations and promotional materials on the nutritional value of U.S. potato
varieties helped increase fresh potato exports to Taiwan by 205 percent

e Targeted consumer promotions resulted in a 544 percent increase in pear exports to New
Zealand in three years

¢ Small Northwest wineries were introduced to major buyers and distributors through
international wine expos, creating new export markets for Northwest wine producers



Despite the Market Access Program’s strong record of success, the Administration is
proposing to slash funding for the program in half in Fiscal Year 2007. While we recognize the
difficult budget environment you face this year, we hope that you share our view that the
expanded export opportunities for U.S. agriculture producers are well worth the federal
investment in MAP. We urge you to continue full funding for the Market Access Program in the
coming year.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.
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