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'I'hc 
Honorable Mike Johanns

Secrelary of Agricullure
1400 lndependcnce Avenuc, SW
Washingron. DC 20250

Dear Secretary Johanns:

We write in strong supporl ofmaintaining impodanl agricullurc rcsearch effbrts catried out
under thc ( oopcmtive Statc Rcsearch Education llxtension Servrce (CSItEtsS) and thc Agriculture
Research Service (ARS) in the Pacific Nofthwest.

As you know, federal agricuhure research is essenlial to the competitiveness ofthe American
farmer and rancher. Every year, groundbreaking research conductcd at ARS siles and Iand-granl
colleges and univcrsities around the country helps our agricultural produc€rs to €nhancc thcir
productivity, rcducc pest and disoase threats, and incroasc marketing opportunities. Wc arc fortunatc
to represent lbur ARS sites - Prosser, Pullman, Wenatchee, and Yakima - lhree ofwhich are co-
located with Washington State University (WSU) research facilities.

We regret lhat the Senatc was unable to pass its version ofthe Agriculture Approprialions bill
last year. Although we understand the necessity to rely upon a continuing resolution to fund most of
the lederal agcncics through the end ofFiscal Year 2007, wc are concemed about th€ uncedainty the
situation creales for critical agriculture research programs that had previously been linded by the
Congrcss. We do not want to see these impo(ant research programs defunded and dismantled in FY
2007 only to be reconstituted at a much greater cost in FY 2008.

Therclbre, we respectlitlly r€quest that you use your discretion as the Secretary of
Agnculture to maintain the ongoing agriculture research efforts under the ARS and CSREES through
the balance ofFY 2007. In particulaq we ask that you maintain the exisl'ng ARS research progranN
underway at the Prosser, Pullman, Wenatchee, and Yakima stations, as well as the CSREES special
granls thal fund WSU research at these sites.

Thank you for your consideration ofour requesl. We apprcciale your leadership on behalfof
America's farmels and mnchers.

Sircerely,

Doc Hasfings
Member ofCongress

Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member ofCongress


